THE OXFORD MANIFESTO (1993)

     In June 1993, the Oxford Research Group hosted an informal

meeting of international experts on conversion issues. The Oxford

Manifesto seminar was organised as an integral part of the Joint

Committee of the European Churches' Arms Conversion Project. The

event was a  follow-up to the Basel 1989 Assembly called 'Peace

with Justice' a conference of the European Churches and the Council

of European Bishops' Conferences. 

     Here are the main points of the Oxford Manifesto:

1.   We must move to a peace economy -- dismantling the Cold War

military, economic and political structures in the West as well as

the East.
     For over four decades vast sums of money and huge inputs of

expertise and human industry were devoted to the Cold War. Whereas

Soviet expenditure fell by 62% from US$241.5 billion in 1985 (at

1985 prices and exchange rates) to US$91.6 billion in 1991 before

the break-up of the Soviet Union, NATO military expenditures only

fell by 11% from US$358.0 billion to US$317.3 billion in the same

period (Figures from International Institute for Strategic Studies,

The Military Balance 1992-1993, p.218). The West must now match

this change by switching its priorities and reducing its military

expenditure on a similar scale. Many of the threats to our security

are not adequately faced and indeed are exacerbated by our

misallocation of resources.

2.   The process of conversion from military to civilian activities

is occurring too slowly.
     An estimated 32 million people are currently in armed forces

and 15 million are employed in arms production (figures from

Herbert Wulf, Arms Industry Limited) 90% of military production is

in the U.S., the former Soviet Union, China and the European

Community. Although global military spending and arms sales have

declined globally in the last five years, it is an inappropriate

and still unacceptably large drain on the world's resources and a

danger to peace. Those areas where military spending is expanding,

such as the Asia-Pacific region, Turkey and Greece, need to reverse

their trend.

3.   Regional and community-based approaches to conversion are the

most promising.

     The necessary conversion from military to civil production is

proving difficult and elusive. Even where national governments have

attempted plans of conversion from military to civil uses, such

centralised plans have failed (such as that in the former Soviet

Union). On the other hand, plant-based approaches have shown

limited success. The most promising method usually focuses on

regional and community-based approaches to economic regeneration

and there is encouraging evidence of success.

4.   The global arms trade is not the way to promote or finance the

peace economy, and needs to be subject to intensified efforts at

multilateral control initiatives.
     The international political will to restrict arms transfers at

the time of the Gulf War has largely evaporated. The Middle East

and Southeast Asia are engaged in massive levels of arms purchases

which supplier nations are competing to provide. Some arms

producing governments have even argued that they can only finance

conversion by selling arms. This is an approach which is

self-defeating and dangerous. Further development of the U.N. Arms

Transfer Register and other effective measures are needed to

prevent arms transfers to zones of tension and war, as well as to

repressive governments.

5.   Publicly funded research and development should focus on

social and environmental, not military, priorities.
     The Brundtland Commission found that half a million scientists

world-wide are engaged in weapons research -- absorbing half the

world's R&D expenditure. The future of humanity depends on these

skills being invested in social and environmental needs. Only the

reallocation of government and public resources can provide the

funding and co-ordination to redirect priorities on such a scale.

6.   The peace economy depends on a co-ordinated approach to

assisting the transformation in the former Warsaw Treaty countries.
     The economic and social stabilisation of countries in Eastern

Europe cannot be achieved without substantial and well-directed

financial and economic assistance from the West. This needs to be

governed by a collaborative approach building on local experience

and strengths rather than by imposing Western models.

7.   Progress towards the peace economy is essential for global

sustainable development.
     As was recognised at the Earth Summit in 1992, international

security involves diverse issues such as aid budgets, investment in

energy conservation and renewable energy and restrictions on

pollution. The South Commission has argued that few countries can

justify their level of military spending as appropriate to their

real security threats. Unless substantial reductions and economic

restructuring occur world-wide, overcoming poverty and

environmental depletion will become increasingly difficult. In

providing development assistance, donor countries should encourage

recipient countries to cut their excessive military spending in

order to ensure efficient resource use, especially through policy

dialogue.

     The peace economy requires a new vision of military, economic

and environmental security based on common rights and

responsibilities. 

     We appeal to citizens and their elected representatives for

action on these recommendations. We invite and encourage you to

support this appeal.
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Head of the Planning Staff, East German Ministry of Foreign

Affairs.

*    Paul Ingram, secretary, Oxford Manifesto and researcher,
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co-author, Building a Peace Economy.

*    Jiri Matousek*; Professor, University of Brno, Czech Republic.
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